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Epilogue

35 people from 20 local groups and organisations have been participating in the Bray Homelessness Forum for just over one year.  Arising from this initiative Bray Partnership, Bray Town Council, the East Coast Area Health Board (ECAHB) and Wicklow County Council with the support of the Combat Poverty Agency formed a research steering committee to investigate homelessness in the town.  A small number of contributors assisted in reviewing the final report.

In reading the report we would encourage readers to consider Section 4, “Profile of Services” which gives a general description of relevant community, voluntary and statutory services. 

Section 5 builds on this profile by setting out the gaps and deficiencies in existing services and ways in which these can be addressed.  In Section 5.2 the report identifies some local perceptions regarding the operation of the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme in the town.  While these perceptions have been clearly identified, the research did not find any evidence to either substantiate or repudiate these perceptions.  The Community Welfare Service strongly asserts that the scheme is operated in a consistent manner throughout the town.  Furthermore the Superintendent Community Welfare Officer (CWO) rather than the individual CWO makes the final decision on recommendations by individual CWOs for deposits and rent support to applicants.  It is also important to note that the ECAHB Mental Health Service have a long established and positive working relationship with the Community Welfare Service.

The regulations capping rent levels are national regulations which are being implemented in Bray as elsewhere.  Their impact as the report sets out is felt particularly intensely in Bray due to the high rents charged.  Furthermore “exceptional circumstances” including homelessness are provided for in these national regulation.  Indeed the CWOs and Bray Town Council have just recently agreed a system to include homelessness as a potential qualifying exceptional circumstance.

Recommendation 24 page 31 refers to the establishment of a Housing Access Unit, which does not currently exist in the town.  As the report sets out this is an initiative of the Homeless Agency being implemented by Threshold.  Threshold has made ad hoc contact with CWOs and a number of people have been placed in accommodation.  Local CWOs look forward to working closely with the Unit in Bray when it is formally established.

The Bray Homelessness Forum has considered the report’s recommendations and is beginning to explore with local agencies how they might prioritise the report’s recommendations.  Indeed a number of agencies have begun this process themselves with a number of positive developments already being set in train.  We look forward to building on these relationships and developments to address the real challenges and opportunities that exist in tackling the problem of homelessness in Bray.
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